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My topicsMy topics

Vision and reality of blended language learning

e-Learning platforms 
and their potential for language learning

Telos Language Partner: authoring support for 
content-based language learning & testing

Teacher training & support
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The ConceptThe Concept

Blended Learning concerns the pedagogical integration

of multimedia/internet-based learning 
(short: eLearning)

with traditional learning & teaching approaches.

Why do we need to talk about
Blended Learning?



© Kurt Kohn, ICC Annual Conference, Stockholm, 23 – 25 March 2007

The VisionThe Vision

Blended Learning

offers „a real opportunity to create learning experiences that can 

provide the right learning at the right time and in the right place 

for each and every individual, not just at work, but in schools,

universities and even at home.   […]  Blended Learning could 

become one of the most significant developments of the 21st 

century“.

Thorne, K. (2003). Blended Learning. How to Integrate 

Online & Traditional Learning. London, Kogan Page, p. 18
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…… and Reality?and Reality?

So far Blended Learning So far Blended Learning 
has NOT had an easy time of it !has NOT had an easy time of it !

Why is the up-take so slow? 
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Adverse ForcesAdverse Forces

The „comprehensiveness“ of traditional teaching & learning:

A closed ensemble of approaches & methods with a “natural”

protection against new technologies.

Different worlds:

eLearning is often seen as a kind of “counter world” to traditional 
teaching & learning rather than as something complementary.  

The acid test of Blended Learning is eLearning:

Blended Learning is a convincing concept primarily for those who 
have always been aficionados of eLearning.
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ee--Learning PlatformsLearning Platforms
and their Potential for Language Learningand their Potential for Language Learning

e.g. the open source e-learning platform Moodle

Core eLearning functions

platform administration and course management

creation & management of learning & testing content and related activities

online communication support: forum, chat 

Online collaboration support: wiki

Additional facilities for enriching content and communication-
based learning, e.g.

external language learning & testing packages and web resources

corpora and corpus management tools, e.g. ELISA, Sacodeyl

authoring support, e.g. Hot Potatoes, Telos Language Partner 

multi-modal communication environments, e.g. Skype

Compatible with communicative & constructivist principles  

learner autonomy - authenticity  - collaborative learning
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Authoring SupportAuthoring Support
for Contentfor Content--based Language Learning & Testingbased Language Learning & Testing

Authoring contexts:

Developer/author: publication

Teacher/author: Blended Language Learning

teacher autonomy

authenticity and authentication

meeting learners‘ needs

Learner/author

explorative learning

learning by teaching
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Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner (TLP Pro)(TLP Pro)

TLP Pro combines communication-oriented interactive self-study activities with 
intuitive authoring functions.

The Offline Learning Mode supports a wide 
range of task formats from written and oral  
comprehension and production (with video, 
tests and dialogues) to grammar and 
vocabulary practice.

The Offline Editing Mode enables tutors to 
create their own learning packages customized 
to the needs of their learners. Learners use 
the Editing Mode in explorative learning 
contexts

The TLP WebConverter supports easy and 
straightforward transformation of  TLP learning 
& testing packages into online learning
modules.

Learning Mode Editing Mode

TLP WebConverter
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Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner
-- architecture architecture --
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continue
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back

Offline Learning Mode Offline Learning Mode 
Exercises with video situationsExercises with video situations

A video template is used for 
playing a video clip, which may be 
supported by a transcript. 

If the transcript is activated, a 
running highlight indicates the 
position in the video. 

Highlighted passages can be 
recorded and learners can compare 
their pronunciation with the model.

Video template

continue
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back

Offline Learning ModeOffline Learning Mode
Exercises with dialogues

Two dialogue templates support a flexible 
combination of dialogue-based listening, 
speaking, reading and writing exercises. 

Learners can listen to the whole dialogue or to 
individual speaker turns. 

If the dialogue transcript is hidden, listening 
and writing activities can be combined to 
simulate a dictation situation. 

To check the result, the transcript can be 
made visible above the dialogue field. 

The dialogue can be recorded with or without 
the support of the transcript. 

Pronunciation is checked by comparison with 
the model.

The learner can also play one of the speaker 
roles. 

Lexical, grammatical and cultural explanations 
and exercises can be integrated via 
hyperlinks. 

Exercises with dialogues

Dialogue template 
with situation picture

continue
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back

Offline Learning ModeOffline Learning Mode
Comprehension & production of textsComprehension & production of texts

Question and answer template
Comprehension template

Various text templates combine text, sound and 
picture data with speaking and writing functions.

They support a variety of text-based 
comprehension and production exercises: e.g. 
listening and reading comprehension, writing or 
translating letters, summaries and reports, answering 
questions, describing pictures, giving a presentation.

Production template

continue
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back

Offline Learning Mode Offline Learning Mode 
Linguistic and cultural explanationsLinguistic and cultural explanations

Explanation templates are 
available with or without picture 
and sound support. 

They are used for lexical, 
grammatical, pragmatic or 
cultural contents

Explanation template with sound

continue
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Offline Learning Mode Offline Learning Mode 
Gap, Drag&Drop, Gap, Drag&Drop, 
MultipleMultiple--ChoiceChoice

back

Drag&drop template

Gap-fill template

Gap-fill, drag&drop and multiple-choice 
templates support a  wide range of 
classical exercises with or without sound. Multiple-choice template

continue
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back

Offline Learning ModeOffline Learning Mode
Comprehension supportComprehension support

To ensure comprehensibility, learners 
may be given access to a translation.

This can be activated for individual 
passages of a video transcript, text or 
dialogue and is made visible in a 
separate field. 

By clicking on individual words an 
internal dictionary can be consulted.

The dictionary contains simple 
bilingual explanations.

It is not intended to replace an 
external dictionary (e.g. CD ROM or 
web).

Video template with 
translation and dictionary

continue



© Kurt Kohn, ICC Annual Conference, Stockholm, 23 – 25 March 2007

back

Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner
Offline Editing ModeOffline Editing Mode

All learning materials created with TLP Pro are stored as TLP learning packages. In the Editing Mode, these 
packages are open for further changes and extensions.

The Learning Mode and the Editing Mode are designed as two sides of the same coin. 

The main difference is that in the Editing Mode the templates are ‘unlocked’ with the effect that all text, 
sound, picture and video content can now be modified through the direct insertion of data into the template. 

A dialogue exercise, for example, can be adapted
by changing the situation picture, the dialogue text, 
the sound, or the translation. 

The empty dialogue template is used to create new
dialogues.

Sound is created either through direct recording with 
a microphone or through implementation of a wav file.

Learning materials can also be imported from 
existing TLP packages.

Hyperlinks are used to create navigation paths within 
a package, other TLP packages, to external files (e.g. 
doc, pdf) or to a web address. 

It is also possible to create and implement internal 
dictionaries.

Dialogue template: Editing Mode

Exercises can be made available either in 
Practice Format or Test Format. In Test 
Format learners don’t have access to solutions.

continue
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back

Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner
From offline to onlineFrom offline to online

Dialogue exercise: CD-ROM

With the TLP WebConverter, users can easily 
create web-compatible multimedia language learning 
modules. 

Learning contents can be selected from an existing 
TLP learning package according to preference and 
then converted into html format by a mouse click. 

Only sound and video data must be converted 
separately into RealPlayer format with the 
RealProducer. 

Dialogue exercise: web

continue
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back
Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner

WebConverterWebConverter

continue
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back

Online Online LearningLearning ModeMode
DialogueDialogue

continue
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back

Online Online LearningLearning ModeMode
GapGap withwith feedbackfeedback

continue
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back

Online Online LearningLearning ModeMode
SelectSelect withwith feedbackfeedback

continue
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back

Online Online LearningLearning ModeMode
Multiple Multiple ChoiceChoice withwith feedbackfeedback

continue



© Kurt Kohn, ICC Annual Conference, Stockholm, 23 – 25 March 2007

back

Online Online LearningLearning ModeMode
ScoresScores

back

continue
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back

Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner
-- characteristic features characteristic features --

Template-based task formats

video, dialogue and text practice

explanations, information

gap, drag&drop, select, multiple choice, true/false

Flexible combination of text, sound and image

Feedback: correctness check, scores, solution

Learning & testing: optional access to solutions and scores

Internal and external hyperlinks

Translation as comprehension support, TLP dictionaries

TLP Support book, TLP Notepad

Packaging
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Telos Language PartnerTelos Language Partner
-- delivery modes delivery modes --

Offline TLP packages:  CD-ROM, LAN

Online TLP packages: stand alone

Online TLP packages: delivered via Moodle

Online TLP packages: Moodle integration
Telos Session

BF Tesco

BF Tesco

TLP-Moodle

Telos Testing



© Kurt Kohn, ICC Annual Conference, Stockholm, 23 – 25 March 2007

back

Telos Session in Telos Session in MoodleMoodle
TLP packages as a Moodle activity with automatic scoring

Begin/end date

Password

Multiple attempts

With or without access to solutions

Access to results: teacher, learner, or both

Assessment sheet facility for open writing tasks

Three result views: overview, by task, by category
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Teacher Training & Support Teacher Training & Support 

Teachers are undoubtedly the key players!

Basic requirements include:

Teachers’ positive pedagogic attitudes toward eLearning, 

Their familiarity with relevant technologies,

Don’t (always) go with the flow

Sufficient time outside class hours.

More advanced requirements concern teachers’ ability 
to analyse and judge eLearning activities as regards their pedagogic value 
and how they can  be used in certain Blended Language Learning scenarios.

Blended Language Learning is a serious challenge for teachers’
pedagogic competence, creativity and autonomy.
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Teacher Training & Support Teacher Training & Support 
Implementation of Blended Language Learning CoursesImplementation of Blended Language Learning Courses

From vision to reality!

On-the-job training and continuous course support for better success and 
sustainability!

Our Field study support includes

BLL course implementation on our Moodle-based eLearning platform with 
enhanced language testing facilities;

re-usable online language learning packages in English, French and German 
and pedagogic corpora;

authoring support for customised language learning packages & tests;

pedagogic support: tasks & activities, model courses, “help desk”, workshops;

evaluation: questionnaires, interviews, continuous feedback, results.

www.sprachlernmedien.de
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Thank you Thank you 

for your attention !for your attention !

Kurt KohnKurt Kohn

Applied English Linguistics,Applied English Linguistics,

University of University of TTüübingenbingen, Germany , Germany 

kurt.kohn@unikurt.kohn@uni--tuebingen.detuebingen.de
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