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Objective

By the end of the workshoep you wi
able to identiiy: a number ofi princip

good practice in Integrating cultura
awareness into language teaching

| be
es of



Good practice?

An English lesson.....

Tlepic: Habits and routines

Objectives:
|_earners will be able to:

= express simple statements in English about
ieutines and habits using| the present simple
[ense anad adverhs of freguency

5 fecognise some key aspects of Brtish culture



Good practice?

Examples. of language which, through various activities,
learners will'be able to produce:

In London many: people work in banks and offices. Every day,
Mr Smith catches the train to a bank in the city of London.’

‘Mr and Mrs Jones have two children. Like most British
families, they often have reast beef for Sunday lunch and then
take a walk In the countryside in the afternoon.’

‘Pubs are very popular i Britain. Most evenings aifter werk,
John meets his friends injthe pubrand plays cards or dants.’

‘British people take their holidays inithe summer. The Evans
fiamily fly tor Spain every year and spend two Wweeks:in a hotel
Py the beach.’

‘British people are veny polite. Evenyweek [David walts i the
gueue te buy: his lettery ticket.:



What's wreng with this lesson? 1

= Aspects of some of the statements that learners will
produce are inaccurate; for example,

- pubs are very popular
- British people always eat roast beef on Sunday.
- Britishi people are polite(?)

= [he statements are dated:; for example,

- goeing tewine hars and restaurants;is heceming as popular
as going to the pub

- the twe parent, two children family/ s new: a minenty
alrangement



What's wWreng with this'lesson? 2

= [he statements present a very narrow.: view. of
British life. If they are regarded as representative,
they present a distorted picture.

= |0 short, they are stereotypes and do not present
an accurate picture of culturallawareness. ey ane
POON examples: o how! terintegrate cultural
aWareness inte language teaching



Why integrate culttral awareness? 1

All'use of a language has a context

Suceess In communicating through the target
language will be limited If learners do not become
familiar with the context as they are learning the
language

Ini some: circumstances a lack of awareness and
familiarity could create reall problems

Cultural’ awareness cannort e taught effectively as
an ‘add-en’



Why integrate culttral awareness? 2

= The most appropriate context for language teaching
IS usually the accurate representation; of the
culture(s) inwhich the language Is used

= Eully integrating the develepment of cultural
awareness and competence with language
competence Is most effective approachias; learers
ane more likely to be able to reproduce language
apprepriately in relation te the cultural context

= But, representing culture accurately Is not easy!



Some guiding prnciples 1

Develop skills and attitudes among learners
that enable them to interpret and understand
other cultures (‘intercultural'awareness’ skills)

Build the development of these skills anad
attitudes Into the teaching of the language
even at lower levels

Avoiditeaching ‘cultural awareness:’ as
Semething separate. Integrate inte all aspects
of language teaching.



SOme guiding prnciples; 2

=_Avoid inaccurate representations of culture based on
myths and/or dated information. Ensure
[epresentation IS accurate and contemporary.

= Enpsure that learners gain very eany in their leaming
an understanding ofi the essential knowledge anad
language skills relating to the specific culiural context

= Use a range of relevant authentic media to represent
the culture; for example, posters, publicity, hoeks
(Including| contemporary. tiavellguides), NEWSPaRErs,
Wensite, neWspapers; magazines, films



Some guiding principles 3

= Ensure language Is taught through an: appropriately
wide range of cultural contexts in order to avoid
stereotyping; for example,

= Show single parent as well as two parent families

= Use minority ethnic cultural and religious contexts such as
Afro-Caribbean and Asian hentage as well as majority.
ethnic context

= | ook beyond life in the best knewn centres such as
Lendon

= Represent the wide range of leisure interest pursued; for
example, aninternational range of restaurants and cuising,
sports and hebhies that Include these moest popular
among Younger peeple and among older people.
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